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Becoming an EFG member  
 

Environmental Farmers Group (EFG) is a farmer-led cooperative designed to give members access to natural 

capital markets while retaining full control over their land and business decisions. Joining EFG does not commit 

farmers to a specific project but ensures they are in a position to participate when opportunities arise. 

 

Step 1    

EXPRESS YOUR INTEREST  

 Step 2    

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

 Step 3    

PAY ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION  

Register online 

– Visit our website and 

complete the interest form 

– Enter basic details about 

your landholding 

environmentalfarmersgroup.co.uk 

› 

Sign up your landholding 

 

Sign membership agreement 

– Review and sign the EFG 

membership agreement 

› 

Annual subscription fee 

– £1.25 per hectare per 

year 

 

 

What are the benefits of EFG membership?  

• Access to more natural capital trading opportunities. 

• Practical guidance on natural capital projects and which markets you can access and how. 

• Retain ownership and control of your natural capital. You decide whether to bring forward a project or sell. 

• Collective influence over policy and markets, building on EFG's existing base of 183 farmers across 

80,000ha. 

• Learn from and collaborate with other farmers, co-designing projects for greater environmental impact. 

• Option to exit within 12-24 months if the cooperative isn't right for you. 

 

What do you commit to as an EFG member?  

 

Being an EFG member means being part of a cooperative group of farmers delivering positive environmental 

change at a landscape-scale, funded through natural capital trading. By becoming a member, you commit to the 

following:  

 

1. Trade all natural capital through the cooperative. 

2. Pay an annual membership subscription of £1.25/ha. 

3. Share 12% of trade income with EFG and other EFG members. 

4. Register your full landholding with the cooperative. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.environmentalfarmersgroup.co.uk/
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Member Case Study: Peter Shallcross, Wallmead Far m 
 

Wallmead Farm is a 206-hectare mixed farm near Tisbury in the Hampshire 

Avon catchment managed by Peter Shallcross. Peter became an EFG 

member in September 2022 and pays an annual membership of £1.25/ha 

(£257.50/annum). He saw EFG as a way to implement an environmental 

project on the farm whilst also learning more about natural capital markets. 

 

After attending EFG meetings, Peter was contacted by the EFG team about 

a potential phosphate project as the farm sat in the right location with the 

right land type to supply phosphate credits. Peter identified a 7.33-hectare 

block of unprofitable heavy clay arable land and developed a ‘stacked’ 

natural capital project combining BNG with phosphate mitigation to 

provide multiple income streams from the same parcel.  

 
“EFG have been really helpful and I don’t think I would’ve done this project without them because it’s 

down to trust, and building those personal relationships has been important. Initially, EFG came to me 

with the proposal because we are in the right area for the trade. And so I put my hand up because I 

was just interested to see how it works.”  

 
The table below shows Wallmead Farm’s membership fees and payments received back, excluding returns from 

Peter’s BNG and phosphate mitigation project. EFG’s membership fee provides access to natural capital 

guidance and trading opportunities. Members can also generate income through a share of other trades 

(‘equalisation’) although this is dependant on trading as shown below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter reflected on his experience sharing income from his BNG and Phosphate mitigation project: 

 
“The importance of being a member is obviously being able to do trades, and for me I’m very happy 

for 9% of the value of the trade to be going to other members. It shares the risk and everyone can see 

a benefit, it helps pay for the membership as the trade s don’t happen all the time.”  

 

Not every farm can trade natural capital, but the EFG model is designed to ensure that all members can still benefit. 

Through equalisation, farms less able to bring forward projects can share in income generated by others. 

Year  Paid  Received  Per hectare  

Year 1 £257.50 £16.48 £0.08 

Year 2 £257.50 £0 £0 

Year 3 £257.50 £92.70 £0.45 

Year 4 £257.50 £0 £0 

Year 5 £257.50 £638.60 £3.10 

TOTAL £1,287.50 £747.78 - 

Hampshire Avon equalisation from a trade 

Hampshire Avon equalisation from 

multiple trades 

EFG made a profit which was split 

between all members 


